MAHARAJA CHANDOO LAL 1832 to 1842

Succeeded him as Prime Minister. The guiding principle which
directed Raja Chandoo Lai's policy during the long period of more than
three decades during which he controlled its destiny uninterruptedly was
close alliance with the British as the safest and the best means of secur-
ing the advancement and peace of the Deccan. During the whole of this
period he continued to be a staunch supporter of the British alliance, re-
maining a steadfast friend of England and a devoted and loyal servant of
His Highness the Nizam.

Under the vigorous administration of this able man who was
mainly instrumental in preserving amicable relations between the two
powers, the State recovered from the effects of incessant wars and

Raja Chandoo Lai, who had the repute in British circles of having
in concert with Sir Henry Russell the Resident established and disciplined
the force known as " Russell's Brigade," which eventually became the
Contingent, knew full well that the clamours of the unpaid, half-starving
servants of the State, mostly with arms in their hands roaming around his
palace and about the city would soon develope into a riot.

The arrears due to the Contingent, were growing beyond the extreme
point of endurance and would compel action on the part of the Company.
In the year 1843 the Contingent was six months in arrears. After much
vascillation on the part of the Nizam and many changes in the terms of
the proposal, in April 1843 Maharaja Chandoo Lai applied to the Company's
Government for a loan of a crore of rupees to clear off the debts of the
Hyderabad State and offering an assignment of territory yielding seven-
teen lakhs of rupees in annual revenue.

Matters were at this stage when Maharaja Chandoo Lai retired
on the 6th September 1843 owing to old age and infirmity and in March
1845, just eighteen months after his retirement, died.

Raja Chandoo Lai was paid for his official duties a commission of
one anna in the rupee on the revenues of the State. When he retired from
the service in consideration of the great and valuable services he had
rendered to the State, he was granted large jagirs and a handsome bonus
of one crore of rupees besides a monthly pension of Rs. 5,000 by His
Highness the Nizam. Apart from his political astuteness Maharaja Chandoo
Lai is better remembered for his princely charities. The people of the
Deccan still speak of him as the " Hatheem Tai of India "

